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There's nothing as heartwarming as a child's unadulterated appreciation.
Gratitude, through the eyes of a child, is thankfulness in its purest form.
It often has a way of etching its mark in our hearts. It could be grubby
hands holding on to ours, or it may be a prettily drawn note. Whatever it
is, It is an expression of a thought that's been brewed in a child's mind
and has traveled down into his or her core.

In the ten years of doing Sidewalk Sunday School, knowing that we touch
lives has inspired us to carry on as we brave the heat and the heavy peit
of rain. It has served as an encouragement to continue in the face of
discomfort and risk.

The entire experience has not been without hurdles. Challenges so great
have besieged the ministry as we continue to go forward and reap the
harvest. But witnessing thousands of children coming to know Jesus and
delighting in His presence each week have pushed us past all this to bring
Hope further.

In 2010, Metro alliances made it possible for an opportunity 1o do the
Sunday School program in a Muntinlupa public school.  As part of its values
formation activity, an average of 1500 children assemble at the school's
covered court each week and are captivated by the dynamic delivery of the
Bible lessons and life application stones. The sight of more than a thousand
children seated on the tarps, taking in God's Word, is phenomenal! With
two additional schools opening their doors this semester, we are trusting
that this is the beginning of a new avenue wherein we can reach out to more!

Pastor Bill has always encouraged the Metro teams to expand our
hearts and our vision for, truly, this is the season of immense harvest in the
Philippines. The children are just waiting. In recognizing this opportunity,
we are accountable to act upon the assignment that we've been given in the
Body of Christ; just as we must realize that we do not have the luxury of time.

Michael Fuentes, Team Leader of the Metro Mobile Sites in Paranaque
City shares: “ always remind myself that we don® just do charitable work,
but rather we are doing His Kingdom's business. So, we don't just selfle
for presenting the lessons alone. We present each lesson with the
love of Jesus and the demonstration of His power. | always expect the
mighty move of God in every site that we touch, as we have never seen before.”

Pastor Jewel Lumasag, Area Coordinator for Cotabato, Mindanao,
recounts that “Chiidren who affend Sidewalk Sunday School are some -
ftimes pulled out from the farps by parents who dont share the same
faith. But we see them walching and listening from the sidelines. On the
other hand, there are parenfs who actually bring their children to
Sidewalk Sunday School. Recently, in spite of persecufion from neighbors and
family, one whole family openly accepted Jesus Christ. To God be the glory!™

As great a motivation as gralitude is, the Gospel declared is still our pnmary,
if not the ultimate, purpose in extending our hands and expanding our hearts.

It is our reason for being Metro Ministries Philippines.

“We must understand the urgency of the moment. We can't wait for
others to respond. We must act, and we must act now! There is a
great darkness approaching, and we have a small window of time to
capture the moment.” - Pastor Bill Wilson, The Teflon Rhino
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